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AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE
MEDICAL PAYMENTS BENEFITS,
HEALTH INSURANCE LIENS
& DUPLICATE PAYMENT PROHIBITION
UNDER RSA 264:16, IV
Langevin v. Travco Insurance Company
(March 30, 2018)
The plaintiffs were injured in a motor vehicle accident. At the time
of the accident, plaintiffs had health insurance coverage through
Aetna. They also had automobile insurance coverage with Travco
that included medical payments coverage in the amount of $25,000
per person. The Travco policy contained an endorsement providing
that "[n]o one will be entitled to receive duplicate payments for the
same elements of loss under this coverage and a health insurance
policy."
Plaintiff submitted their medical expenses in the amount of
$6,820.33 to Aetna. Aetna negotiated with the medical providers
and paid $1,861.90 in full satisfaction of the medical expenses.
Other medical expenses, such as co-pays and deductible payments,
were not paid by Aetna but were submitted to and paid by Travco.
Plaintiffs obtained a settlement from the driver responsible for the
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accident and Aetna asserted a lien for the $1,861.90 it had paid
toward the medical expenses. The plaintiffs then submitted a
medical payments benefits claim to Travco for the entire lien
amount. Travco took the position that it was not contractually or
statutorily obligated to pay the claim. The plaintiffs paid Aetna
$1,500 toward the lien and filed a declaratory judgment action
against Travco. The trial court ruled that Travco was not obligated
to pay because the plaintiffs had already received payment from
Aetna and they were not entitled to a duplicate payment under
RSA 264:16, IV. The court found that Aetna's assertion of the lien
was irrelevant.

The Supreme Court reversed the decision, holding that payment
from Travco for the lien amount would not be a prohibited
"duplicate payment" under RSA 264:16, IV and was also not
precluded by the policy language which tracked the statutory
provision. The Court found that Aetna's lien negated the effect of
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for medical expenses under either medical payments coverage or a
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The Court pointed out that Travco benefitted from the fact that the
plaintiffs first submitted their claims to Aetna, since Aetna was
able to negotiate the amount of the bills and ultimately reduce the
amount of Travco's exposure by approximately $5,000.
Finally, the Court declined to consider whether a health insurance
lien is a "medical expense" under RSA 264:16, IV and the policy,
noting that the issue was not addressed by the trial court and the
parties did not fully brief the issue.
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